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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the preliminary amendment filed 5/30/00. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-6, 8-11, 13-16, and 18-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1, line 2 ", the improvement" should be deleted. 

Claims 2-6, 8-1 1, and 13-16, line 1 "An" should be changed to --The-. 
Claim 1 1 , line 2, change "the" to --a--. 

Claim 18-20, line 1 "An article" should be changed to -The method-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-4, 7-12, and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lyon, US Patent No. 3,787,993, cited by the applicant. 

Lyon discloses a colored gas container band comprising: a container 12 has first and 
second vertically spaced horizontal circular grooves 14 and 16 in its outer periphery. The 
grooves are separated by a narrow horizontal circular ridge 18. The band, with the appropriate 
side exposed is then placed in the appropriate groove to indicate the state of the container. The 
band can be flipped from one groove into the other and reversed at the same time by a suitable 
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manual operation. Each groove can have a finger tip recess 20 for facilitating this reversal (see 
figures 3-6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lyon. The 
teachings of Lyon have been discussed above. 

Lyon fails to disclose or fairly suggests a plurality of articles contained together in bulk. 
However having a plurality of articles together in bulk is a duplication of element, which would 
have been obvious for storing the articles. Furthermore, having the articles in bulk fashion does 
not proving any unexpected results. Therefore, it would have been an obvious extension as 
taught by Lyon. 

7. Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Scot, US 
Patent No. 4,858,763, in view of Lyon. The teachings of Lyon have been disclosed above. 

Scot discloses a florescent light holster comprising a plurality of florescent light bulb 22 
so that a work-man can easily carry the bulbs during operation. 

Scot fails to disclose or fairly suggest marking means for identifying the state of each 
light bulb. 

Lyon has been discussed above. 
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In view of Lyon's teachings, it would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to employ the well known colored coded marking 
means into the system of Scot for identifying the state of the light bulbs. Such modification 
would facilitate a work-man (operator) during operations of replacing light bulbs by providing 
visual symbols stating the state of each light bulb. Therefore, it would have been an obvious 
extension as taught by Scot. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Aeschliman, US Patent No. 4,613,042, discloses a lamp holder. Maddock, US Patent 
No. 4,953,701, discloses a fluorescent tube carrier. Neeley et al, US patent No. 5,164,575, 
disclose a blood sample procedure and apparatus. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel St.Cyr whose telephone number is 703-305-2656. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G Lee can be reached on 703-305-3503. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7721 for regular 
communications and 703-308-7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 
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